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Director’s Desk

Welcome to the wonderful month of September! Most of us are going on the third full week of school, and are getting back into the full
swing of things! Many of us thrive on the structure and consistency of daily routine; as do our students. We feel accomplished and
purposed when we are able to follow our schedules and mark items off that mental or physical list. With that being said, please keep in
mind to be flexible. Be flexible with others as you or they, may have changes to schedules several times at the beginning of the year until
you get it just right. Be flexible with the social workers and related service providers as they come to pull-out students for services. Be
mindful that many of our service providers have hundreds of students on their caseloads, and work in multiple environmental settings.
¢ Belooking for your Special Education Report from DESE Compliance around September 15. Make an effort to review the
items that need correction with your Special Education staff, and begin developing a plan for correction, as well as, a system
for double checking paperwork within your district moving forward.
¢ Encourage your teachers to make the Instructionally Embedded Windows in the DLM (MAP-A) system a part of their regular
instruction. The benefits of using these items as teaching tools are highlighted later in this newsletter!
As a reminder, ACES will continue to complete the following Compliance requirements for Districts:
¢ Public Notice-radio version. Please post the Public Notice on your school district’s website and in your school handbook.
Please don't hesitate to contact an ACES staff member if vou have questions! -Cindy
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You’ll never change your life until you change something you do daily. The secret of your success is
found in your daily routine. -John C. Maxwell

One positive thought in the morning can change your whole day; it can also change the day
of those around you. -Cindy Naber

MAP-A Information

Instructionally Embedded September 19, 2017 February 28, 2018

The Instructionally Embedded Assessments are used following the completion of the First Contact Survey, and the Personal Needs and
Preferences Profile for students who meet eligibility for MAP-A. The purpose of these Instructionally Embedded Assessments is to
increase the instructional relevance of the Spring Assessment.

These assessments administered through “DLM uses technology-enhanced items where they are cognitively appropriate which varies
with the area of the map within which the student is learning. For example, if a map node is about ordering things, then an ordering
technology-enhanced item type (testlet) will be used. Three item types are currently developed: multiple choice; technology-enhanced
item types that support sorting, ordering, and matching tasks; and teacher-administered items.”

How they work: The educator selects the EEs for each student from a list of available grade level EEs. Before beginning Instructionally
Embedded Assessments, the educator selects the appropriate level within each EE after reviewing the recommendations from the
system. The system uses the student’s assessment results to help refine the system’s recommendations. During this window only, the
educator instructs on that content BEFORE administering the assessment.

Each time a student takes an Instructionally Embedded Assessment during this window, the system uses the results to update mastery
of all the linkage levels for that EE. The DLM system automatically selects five of the EEs and the levels for each student based on the
student’s assessment history during the year to administer during the Spring assessment window. The student’s scores used for
summative purposes (during the Spring window) are based on the student’s final updated information for all EE and linkage levels by
the end of the year.

From DESE: http://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/se-mocase-2014-dynamic-learning-maps.pptx

Mental Health Tidbits

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a pervasive neurodevelopmental disorder characterized by impairments in social
communication and restricted, repetitive patterns of behavior, interests or activities (American Psychiatric Association
[APA], 2013). Though present in an early developmental period, impairments may not manifest until later in life, often
when demands exceed one’s capacities. Autism seldom walks alone. Emotional and behavioral problems, though not
diagnostic, are major issues for people with ASD, occurring more frequently than in peers across the life course (Leyfer
et al., 2006; Simonoff et al., 2008; Totsika et al., 2011a; Totsika et al., 2011b). Mental health disorders are important
indicators of poor overall health (Linehan, Noonan Walsh, van Schrojenstein Lantman-de Valk & Kerr, 2004), and have
serious implications for the quality of life and well-being of people with ASD, their families and the larger service
system of care. There is tremendous expertise in the research, assessment and treatment of emotional and behavioral
problems by psychologists, and the profession is ideally suited to support people with ASD, many of whom could

¢ benefit from the same kinds of psychological care provided to people without ASD. For example, existing cognitive-

¢ behavioral interventions effective in reducing anxiety, obsessive-compulsive symptoms and depression in children with
¢ neurotypical development have recently been adapted and extended to children with ASD (Ehrenreich-May et al., 2014;
¢ Russell, et al,, 2013; Santomauro, Sheffield, & Sofronoff, 2016).
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